TITLE
[A brief and informative title describing the dataset, xxx characters]

Example: Spider assemblages (Arachnida, Araneae) in managed, set-aside and protected grassland sites in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern

AUTHOR(S)
[Author(s) and Affiliation, contact information for the corresponding author]

Example: Christoph MUSTER, Neukamp 29, 18581 Putbus, Germany; E-Mail: cm@christoph-muster.de, https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7639-2547 

INTRODUCTION
[A description of the dataset, project, locations, methods; including citations]

KEYWORDS
[minimum of six; maximum of 12]
Example: Araneae, grassland, protected areas, spider assemblages, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern; Germany
METADATA
[all parts of the provided Metdata can include citations/references] 
Data set identity: [Title or theme of data set]
Example: Data on spider assemblages (Arachnida: Araneae) in managed, set-aside and protected grassland sites in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern
[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall data set description
Project description: [This section is essential if the data has been collected as a part of a larger or more comprehensive project; please provide the following information]

Identity: [Title or theme of project and/or research program]
Originators: [Names and addresses of principal investigators associated with project and/or research program]
Objectives: [Scope and purpose of project and/or research program]
Abstract: [Descriptive abstract summarizing broader scientific scope of overall research project and/or program]
Sources of funding: [Grant and contract numbers, names, and addresses of funding sources of project]
Objectives of original study: [Scope and purpose of the original study]
Example: Assessment of effects of measures to protect insects by studying several arthropod taxa in reference and treated sites
Principal Investigator(s): [Names and address of principal investigators associated with data set]
Example: Dr. Christoph Muster
Involved persons: [Further involved persons not stated above] 

Contracting authority or source of funding: [Grant and contract numbers, names, and addresses of funding sources, if not already stated above in the Project description]
Example: Ministerium für Landwirtschaft und Umwelt Mecklenburg-Vorpommern
Data Source Institution: [Institution holding the data, can be funding institution]
Example: ILN Greifswald
Period of study or time extent: [Date(s) commenced, date(s) terminated, or duration]
Example: September to October 2020 (39 days) and May to June 2021 (39 days)
Survey design
Site description: [Description of the sampling sites/plots which can include the following, figures or tables are allowed if presenting additional Information or necessary to describe/understand the contents of the data or plot template]

Number of sites/plots:
Example: 20 plots of 6 biotope types

Site type and habitat: [Descriptive parameters]
Example: ecological managed arable land, set-aside strips in grassland, protected grassland, renaturated wet grassland; with a comparison of treated plots with reference plots
Geography: [Description of Location, latitude/longitude, size]
Example: Study sites (and plots) were situated in three regions in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (North-East Germany)
Greifswald (KG1, KG1a, AC2, AC2a, AC3, AC3a)
Anklam (GL2, GL2a, MZ1, MZ1a, MZ1b)
Pasewalk (AC1, AC1a, TM1, TM1a, TM1b, GL1, GL1a, TM2, TM2a)

Geology, landform: [Soils, slope/elevation/aspect, terrain/physiography, geology]
Site history: [Site management practices, disturbance history]
Climate: [Descriptive summary of site climatic characteristics]

Methods of data collection: [Description or reference to standard field methods, Description of used instrumentation]
Example: Plastic cups with 8 cm opening diameter and 0.3 l holding capacity were used as pitfall traps. Six traps per group (plot) were positioned in line with 8–10 m distance between two traps. Renner solution (40 % ethanol, 20 % glycerine, 10 % acetic acid, 30 % water, detergent) was used as preservative. Traps were active in the periods September to October 2020 and May to June 2021 and emptied every 14 days. 
Methods of sample processing, storage and identification: [Description or reference to standard laboratory methods, Description of used instrumentation References for taxonomic keys, identification]
Example: The sampled spiders were stored in 75 % ethanol. All adult spiders were determined to species. Identification was done by C. Muster, using Heimer & Nentwig (1991), Roberts (1985, 1987, 1998), Nentwig et al. (2021). Nomenclature follows World Spider Catalogue (WSC 2023) …
Vouchers/Material deposited: [location of voucher specimens] 
DATA SET STATUS AND ACCESSIBILITY
Status
Latest data update: [Date of last modifications of the provided data] 
Example: October 2023
Latest metadata update: [Date of last modifications of the provided metadata]
Example: August 2023

DATA STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTORS
Data Set Files: [naming, size and short description of the final data files]
Example: 	Muster2023_obsdata.csv, 124 KB, spider abundance data set 
Muster2023_plotdata.csv, 4 KB, location and description of the sampling sites
Computer programs and data-processing algorithms: [Description or listing of any algorithms used in deriving, processing, or transforming data; please also state problems or sources of potential errors in the data matrix e.g. due to sampling problems]
Example: Data file have been produces using MS-Excel 2016, no transformations were made to the original data.
Authentication procedures: [MD5 hash checksums generated by WinMD5Checksum: https://github.com/tualatin/winmd5checksum/releases, please provide Software Version] – These data are entered by the editor
Example:
WinHash v.1.6.6787:
Muster2023_obsdata.csv: 083AEBAB0C42092F8DF67B53D9F04EB2
Muster2023_plotdata.csv: 198E9EDDAF548B633D59B2A9A0C1188C 

SUPPLEMENTAL DESCRIPTORS
Publications using the data set: [Please provide citations to all publications using the data set]  
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