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Outdoor records of Erigone dentosa on Texel and further records of Steatoda nobilis
(Araneae: Linyphiidae, Theridiidae) in the Netherlands
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Abstract. In July 2024, four males of the North American dwarf spider species Erigone dentosa O. Pickard-Cambridge, 1894 were found
on the Texel seashore near the ferry port. Furthermore, new records of the neozoic species Steatoda nobilis (Thorell, 1875) for the Nether-
lands are presented, including a record far from urban areas from a shed used as a bird observatory in Goedereede.
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Zusammenfassung. Freilandfunde von Erigone dentosa auf Texel sowie weitere Funde von Steatoda nobilis (Araneae: Linyphi-
idae, Theridiidae) in den Niederlanden. Im Juli des Jahres 2024 wurden vier Mannchen der nordamerikanischen Zwergspinnenart
Erigone dentosa O. Pickard-Cambridge, 1894 am Meeresufer von Texel am Fahrhafen gefunden. Des Weiteren werden neue Funde der
neozoischen Art Steatoda nobilis (Thorell, 1875) fiir die Niederlande prasentiert, inklusive eines Fundes abseits des Siedlungsgebietes in

einer Vogelbeobachtungshiitte in Goedereede.

Ports, coastal constructions and harbour cities are typical en-
try points for alien species that are inadvertently introduced
by global trade (Hulme 2021). Spiders are no exception, with
many alien species transported in containers and ships to ar-
eas far away from their original distribution (Nentwig 2015).
In this short note I present records of two alien species, Eri-
gone dentosa O. Pickard-Cambridge, 1894 and Steatoda nobilis
(Thorell, 1875) from the Netherlands, which mark important

records of these two species for the country.

Methods and identification
On the Dutch North Sea island of Texel, on 29. Jun. 2024,
at the ferry port to Den Helder, I observed a high level of
activity of dwarf spiders just above the waterline between and
on algae. The four specimens collected at random due to the
unusual location were all found to be males of Erigone dentosa
O. Pickard-Cambridge, 1894. Further, on 25. Oct. 2024, the
author discovered two conspicuous silken retreats at a bird
observatory south of Goedereede at the Koudenhoek nature
reserve. An adult female was collected and identified via mi-
croscope as Steatoda nobilis (‘Thorell, 1875). All specimens
presented here were found incidentally by the author during
avifaunistic excursions in the Netherlands. Identification was
carried out according to Nentwig et al. (2025). The specimens
preserved in 70% ethanol are housed in the author’s collec-
tion. Drawings and photographs were made using an Olym-
pus SZH with a drawing attachment.

The distribution map, scale and legend were created in
SimpleMappr (Shorthouse 2010) and compiled in Adobe
Photoshop.

Results

Erigone dentosa O. Pickard-Cambridge, 1894 (Fig. 1)
Material. NETHERLANDS, North Holland, Texel, ferry
port to Den Helder, 53.00269°N, 4.78039°E, 0 m ASL, 29.
Jun. 2024, 4 33.
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Morphology. The high variability of the spines and apophy-
ses on the pedipalpal tibia and patella, already discussed and
photographed by Déjean & Verhoogt (2022) and Tamajén et
al. (2021), was also observed in the specimens found on Texel
(Fig. 4). In addition, the length-to-width ratio of the distal
patellar apophysis also varied (see also Fig. 4). In only one of
the four specimens (Fig. 4a) did both pedipalps have the same
number of spines and ratios.

Comment. In the past twelve years, this alien species has
been recorded in twelve European countries (Nentwig et al.
2025). The first record of the species in the Netherlands was
made by Noordijk & Boer (2021) with a single male, in the
outdoor area of a garden centre in Zuid-Scharwoude. Similar
circumstances apply to the discovery of the species by Unruh
(2020) in Zeitz (Saxony-Anhalt), Germany. This originally
North American species is now considered cosmopolitan due
to multiple introductions and establishment in countries on
all continents (Tamajon et al. 2021).

Steatoda nobilis (Thorell, 1875) (Fig. 2)

Material. NETHERLANDS, Zealand, Goedereede,
Koudenhoek, Koedijk / bird observatory, 51.81207°N,
3.96817°E, -3 m ASL, 25. Oct. 2024, 1 ¥; Stellendam,
Meester Snijderweg 1,51.82633°N, 4.02838°E,2 m ASL, 26.
Oct. 2024,1 8.

Comment. One adult female was found in a shed used as a
bird observatory far from urban areas (Fig. 3). Bink (2014)
dealt for the first time with the occurrence of this species in
the Netherlands. Further records from this country are list-
ed in van Helsdingen (2025) and Bauer et al. (2019). There
appears to be very little faunistic research on the species in
the Netherlands, however, data from the GBIF biodiversity
portal (GBIF 2025) suggest that the species is widespread,
established, and not uncommon in the Netherlands (Fig. 4).
A detailed treatment of this species including its distribution
in Europe, can be found in Bauer et al. (2019).

Discussion

Finding dwarf spiders by the seashore, even species that are
not necessarily hygrophilous or halotolerant, is not unusual
(Szymkowiak et al. 2007). Many species arrive accidentally
at such sites from neighbouring habitats such as salt marshes
and dune landscapes through ballooning used for dispersal.
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Fig. 1: Pedipalps of Erigone dentosa 3, Texel (Netherlands). Numbers 1-4 represent individuals. a. right pedipalps; b. left pedipalps. Spination on patellae

highlighted in red. Scale in pm

In the case of E. dentosa, however, this concerns a species
that has obviously experienced a large increase in distribu-
tion in recent years, likely through both multiple introduc-
tions and independent dispersal, but has so far mainly been
found in synanthropic circumstances such as garden centres.
(Neozoic) linyphiid spiders in Europe repeatedly demon-
strated enormous potential for dispersal, as current cases of
rapidly spreading species show (Ruzicka 1995, Narimanov et
al. 2022, Bach et al. 2023). An observed association of alien
E. dentosa with large bodies of water (Tamajon et al. 2021) is
also worth mentioning at this point. The site is about 6 km
from the nearest towns and garden centres in both northern
and southern directions, and the North Sea would have to be
crossed to reach the garden centre in Den Helder. The ferry
port to Den Helder, where the species was found, paves the
way for a possible dispersal onto the mainland. An accidental
drift, but also active distribution, from one of these locations
is therefore conceivable.

'The same applies to the discovery of 8. nobilis in Goe-
dereede, although this discovery was made in a man-made
structure, outside the settlement area. Here, the accidental
dispersal of individuals from a domestic population is more
likely than on Texel. The walls of the observatory are made
entirely of wood. Judging by the condition of the material, it
was not constructed this year. It is conceivable that individu-
al animals were transported to this location by the building
material, as well as travelling as stowaways in the luggage of
visitors to the observatory. This find does not represent a true
outdoor record as the species inhabited an artificial structure,
however, the site is located about 700 metres from the next
settlement area. Overall, S. nobilis is known to inhabit artifi-
cial structures in the landscape, such as fences, traffic signs or
bus stops (Bauer et al. 2019). Additionally, findings in semi-
natural habitats from Great Britain are discussed in Bauer et
al. (2019). The further discovery of an adult male (Fig. 2) and
a juvenile of S. nobilis about 4.5 km northwest of the first site,
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S. nobilis. Images taken 25. Oct. 2024

on the northern wall of Meester Snijderweg 1 in Stellendam,
confirms the presence of the species in this area.
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Fig. 4: New records and GBIF Data on the distribution of S. nobilis in the
Netherlands

Fig. 3: Habitat and retreat of S. nobilis ?, Goedereede, Koudenhoek. Red circle marks position of retreats. a. shed used as bird observatory; b. retreats of
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